
Ephesians 6:14-15

"Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place ..."

6 Pieces to the Armor of God:

1.     Belt of Truth

2.     Breastplate of Righteousness

3.     Gospel of Peace - Shoes of Readiness

4.     Shield of Faith

5.     Helmet of Salvation

6.     Sword of the Spirit

The Armor:

1.   The Belt of Truth

A Roman soldier's belt was more a part of his dress than his armor:

          It gathers his garments together and held his sword

Commentator ... "It was part of his war equipment, for it gave him a feeling of inner fortitude and strength when tightened.

?  What does "TRUTH" refer to?

1. "The Truth of God" - it can refer to Christian doctrine or God's

revelation in the Bible

2.  Since the article "the" is not present, it truth can refer to the truthfulness

or sincerity of heart.

2.  The Breastplate of Righteousness

          What does "Righteousness" refer to?

Two options:            Righteousness imputed by Chrits

                       Specific acts of righteousness - personal holiness

Group Time

?  When is a time this week you felt like you had the wrong tools?

The Belt of Truth

Charles Hodge:  The point is ... you cannot enter this battle ignorant or doubting would be to enter battle blind and lame.

As the belt gives strength and freedom of action, and therefore confidence, so does the truth when spiritually apprehended and believed.  Let no one imagine that he is prepared to withstand the assaults of the powers of darkness if his mind is stored with his own theories or with the speculations of other people.  Nothing but the truth of God, clearly understood and embraced by the heart, will enable him to STAND and win.  Reason, tradition, speculative conviction, dead orthodoxy are a belt of spiderwebs.  They give way as soon as the battle starts.  Truth alone, abiding in the mind in the form of divine knowledge, can give strength of confidence even in the ordinary conflicts of the Christian life, and much more in any really evil day.

?  Are you experiencing the confidence and freedom that come with the "BELT" of your relationship with Christ in your life?  Why or Why Not?

?  What are the "spiderwebs" that are covering up your belt?

The Breastplate of Righteousness

"We should not give Satan "handles" to grasp easily

-      instead we must live righteously."

?  What are your strongest areas of personal holiness?

?  Where is there a hole in your breastplate as far as personal holiness?

Tomorrow when you get dressed - what will you put on for the day?

Pray with and for one another


